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REF: QUITO 5731 

1 . BEGIN SUMMARY: CONSUL AND POLOFF VISITED THE FIVE 
DETAINED AMERICAN CLERGYMEN MORNING OF AUGUST 13A AT THE 
QUITO MILITARY BARRACKS WHERE THEY ARE HELD. THEY IN- 
FORMED EMBOFFS THAT THEY HAD BEEN TAKEN AT GUN POINT 
FROM THEIR MEETING PLACE IN RIOBAMBA THE EVENING OF 
AUGUST 12 AND DRIVEN TO QUITO BY BUS, ARRIVING THE SAME 
EVENING. ALL FIVE ARE IN GOOD HEALTH AND GOOD SPIRITS 
EXCEPT FOR STRONG INDIGNATION AT THE GOE'S ACTION. THEY 
HAVE NOT BEEN INFORMED BY THE GOE AS TO WHY THEY WERE 
ARRESTED. THE AMBASSADOR HAS URGED THE MINGOV THAT THE 
PRIESTS BE ALLOWED TO STAY IN A HOTEL AND MAKE THEIR OWN 
TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS. END SUMMARY. 

2. CONSUL AND POLOFF VISITED FIVE DETAINED AMERICAN 
PRELATES MORNING OF AUGUST 13 AT THE QUITO POLICE 
BARRACKS WHERE THEY ARE HELD. ACCORDING TO THE DETAINEES, 
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ALL WERE PARTICIPATING IN A PURELY PASTORAL MEETING IN 
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RIOBAMBA WHICH BEGAN AUGUST 9. THEY TOLD EMBOFFS THAT 
AT APPROXIMATELY 5 P.M. THE AFTERNOON OF AUGUST 12, 

30 HEAVILY-ARMED PLAINCLOTHES POLICEMEN BURST INTO THEIR 
MEETING PLACE AND ORDERED ALL PRESENT TO IMMEDIATELY 
BOARD WAITINGBUSES. THEY WERE NOT ALLOWED TO GATHER 
UP PERSONAL EFFECTS OR PASSPORTS AND ALL PROGRAM DOCUM- 
ENTS WWERE SEIZED BY THE POLICE. 

3. AFTER A FIVE-HOUR BUS RIDE THE GROUP WAS INSTALLED 

IN A LARGE ROOM IN THE QUITO POLICE BARRACKS. THEY WERE 
OFFERED A TOTAL OF 24 BEDS FOR APPROXIMATELY 50 DETAINEES, 
BUT THE GROUP PREFERRED TO REMAIN TOGETHER IN A SINGLE 
LARGE ROOM. ALL ARE BEING TREATED WELL EXCEPT NONE 
HAS BEEN TOLD THE REASON FOR THIS DETENTION NOR WHEN 
RELEASE CAN BE EXPECTED. 

4. THE AMERICAN DETAINEES (OTHERS BEING HELD REPORTEDLY 
REPRESENT 14 OTHER COUNTRIES), CONSIDERING THE MANNER OF 
THEIR ARREST, ARE REMARKABLY CALM AND ARE PATIENTLY 
AWAITING DEVELOPMENTS, BUT THEY ARE INDIGNANT THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT OF ECUADOR WOULD SO INTERRUPT A MEETING WHICH 
THEY REGARD AS ROUTINE AND LEGITIMATE. THEY SAY THAT 

THE US AND THE CATHOLIC CHURCH HAVE BEEN INSULTED BY 
THIS ACTION AND PROMISE TO TAKE STRONG MEASURES IN THE 
US TO PROTEST THEIR TREATMENT. 

5. THE AMERICANS TOLD EMBOFFS THAT THE APOSTOLIC DELE- 
GATE (APPARENTLY THE PAPAL NUNCIO) HAD VISITED THEM 
EARLY THE MORNING OF AUGUST 13 AND HAD INFORMED THEM 
THAT THEY WERE NOT UNDER ARREST BUT WERE RATHER ' GUESTS 
OF THE GOVERNMENT.' 1 EMBOFFS SPECIFICALLY ASKED THE 
POLICE BARRACKS COMMANDER IF THE DETAINEES WERE UNDER 
ARREST. HE RESPONDED THAT HE DID NOT KNOW. EMBOFFS 
THEN ASKED IF THE DETAINED AMERICANS WERE FREE TO LEAVE. 

THE COMMANDER REPLIED. "NOT FROM HERE BUT FROM THE 
COUNTRY. AND SOON." 

6. THE DETAINEES FROM THE RIOBAMBA MEETING INCLUDED ALL 
PRESENT IN THE MEETING HALL, INCLUDING THE COOK AND THE 
CHARFORCE. ECUADOREAN BISHOP LEONIDAS PROANO WAS 
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TAKEN FROM THE POLICE BUS SHORTLY BEFORE ITS ARRIVAL 
IN QUITO AND HE IS DETAINED SEPARATELY IN THE SAME 
LOCATION. 

7. THE AMERICAN DETAINEES IDENTIFIED THEMSELVES AS/ 

PAUL SEVILLA, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF THE US CATHOLIC 
CONFERENCE, WASHINGTON, D.C.; PATRICIO FLORES, BISHOP 
OF SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS; ROBERTO SANCHEZ, ARCHBISHOP 
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OF SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO; GILBERTO CHAVEZ, BISHOP IN 
SAN DIEGO, CALFIORNIA; JUAN ARZUBE, BISHOP IN LOS 
ANGELES, CALIFORNIA. ALL EXCEPT ARZUBE PLANNED TO 
LEAVE ECUADOR ON OR BEFORE AUGUST 15. ARZUBE IS AN 
ECUADOREAN BORN US NATURALIZED CITIZEN WHO HAD INTENDED 
TO VISIT HIS SISTER IN GUAYAQUIL UNTIL AUGUST 26. 

8. IN A CONVERSATION WITH THE ACTING MINISTER OF 
GOVERNMENT AFTERNOON OF AUGUST 13, THE AMBASSADOR 
SUGGESTED THAT INASMUCH AS THESE INDIVUDALS WERE NOT 
UNDER ARREST, AND GIVEN THEIR STATUS AS CLERGYMEN, THAT 
THEY BE ALLOWED TO LEAVE THE MILITARY BARRACKS AND STAY 
IN LOCAL HOTELS UNTIL THEIR DEPARTURE. THE MINISTER 
REPLIED THAT THAT WOULD BE AGREEABLE PROVIDED THEY 
MADE NO DECLARATIONS TO THE PRESS. 

9. THE CONSUL IS AGAIN VISITING THEFIVE US. CITIZENS 

THIS AFTERNOON AND HE WILL SEE WHETHER (A) THEY WISH TO 
GO TO HOTELS AND (B) WHETHER THEY ARE, IN FACT.FREE 
TO DO SO. 

10. EMBASSY WILL REPORT DEVELOPMENTS AS THEY OCCUR. 
BLOOMFIELD 
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